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Welcome
COR BLONK
Chairman of the FISH Platform

Dear Participants,
Selamat Datang — A Warm Welcome
It is my great honour to welcome 
you to the FISH Platform Confer-
ence 2025, held at the magnificent 
Hyatt Regency Bali, on the 12th and 
13th of November.
Here in Indonesia, a nation bound 
together by the sea, we gather 
in a place that reminds us how 
deeply our lives are connected to 
the ocean. Across this vast archi-
pelago, millions of men and women 
depend on the sea not only for their 
livelihoods, but for their identity and 
community.
This week, leaders, innovators, 
and advocates from around the 
world come together with a shared 

purpose: to ensure that the future 
of our oceans, our fisheries, and the 
people who sustain them is both 
sustainable and just.
The ocean is more than a resource. 
It is life itself, a source of food, 
culture, and connection for billions. 
Yet this lifeline is under strain. 
Climate change, overexploitation, 
and inequality threaten the balance 
that generations have worked to 
protect.
That is why the work of the FISH 
Platform matters so deeply. It 
is about renewing that balance 
between People, Planet, and Profit, 
and ensuring that none of these 
pillars stands alone. Because 
sustainability is not only about 
healthy ecosystems or thriving 
markets; it is about healthy, safe, 
and thriving people.
Every morning, 39 million fishermen 
across the world rise before dawn, 
cast their nets, and face the uncer-
tainties of wind, tide, and market. 
Their courage feeds nations. Their 
labour sustains global economies. 
Yet too often, their own safety and 
wellbeing are left unprotected. 
Many still face long hours, physical 
danger, limited access to health-
care, and few social protections.
If we are truly committed to sustain-
ability, we must begin with them. 
Protecting our fishers, ensuring 

their health, their safety, and their 
dignity, is not charity; it is justice. 
It is the foundation upon which 
every sustainable fishery, every 
resilient community, and every blue 
economy must stand.
Here in Bali, a place that embodies 
harmony between humanity and 
nature, we are reminded that 
progress must be guided by 
compassion. Over the next two 
days, let us share ideas, innovations, 
and partnerships that empower 
people while protecting our planet. 
Let us make sure that every policy, 
every investment, every action taken 
in the name of sustainability serves 
those whose hands feed the world.
The future of fisheries will not be 
written only in reports or resolu-
tions, it will be written in the lives 
of millions at sea and on shore. 
Together, we can ensure that future 
is fair, safe, and full of hope.
Welcome to the FISH Platform 2025 
conference and welcome to Bali, 
where the ocean meets humanity’s 
best possibilities.
Cor Blonk
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The FISH Platform
The Fishing Industry Safety and Health (FISH) Platform is a world leading group of experts 
involved in safety and health in the fishing industry.

During the EU Maritime Day, May 2012 in Gothenburg, a number 
of representatives from the fishing industry expressed the need to 
achieve more cooperation between countries to ensure continuous 
improvement to the safety and health of fishers. Ten years later the 
group of representatives from workers, employers, governments, 
training institutes and fisheries schools has participants from 
Belgium, Denmark, France, Germany, Iceland, Italy, Japan, Latvia, 
Lithuania, New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Spain, Sweden, The 
Netherlands, United Kingdom and United States and is reaching out 
to Southeast Asia. 

The most notable outcome of the FISH Platform is the compilation 
of a FISH Platform syllabus on the general objectives for IMO 
STCW-F Basic Safety Training for All Fishing Vessel Personnel. 80% 
of the FISH Platform syllabus has been incorporated in Chapter III 
of the STCW-F during its comprehensive review at recent IMO HTW 
subcommittee meetings.

In addition to this achievement, within the FISH Platform the 
experts have worked on important developments such as the safety 
management system ‘The Safety Folder’ and a lead auditor course for 
the Fishing Safety Management Code. All developments taking pla  jce 
in the field of safety and health are shared during the FISH Platform 
meetings for the benefit of others. 

The Fish Platform has the following long-term goals:

1.	 To always put fishers first in the work of the FISH Platform.

2.	 To initiate and support improvement of international baseline 
standards in relation to safety and health of fishing vessel personnel.

3.	 To work to constantly protect and advocate for fishers’ 
fundamental human and labour rights, and support the 
development of remediation pathways towards effective 
remedies.

4.	 To see all fishing vessels regardless of size, fishing in any EEZ’s 
or exporting their catch internationally, directly or indirectly, 
applying the international baseline standards in relation to 
personal and vessel safety, rights and well-being.

5.	 To support activities that eliminate IUU fishing in relation with 
safety and health of fishing vessel personnel. 

6.	 To develop and support supply chain transparency and account-
ability of ethical and safety standards.

7.	 To engage the participation of stakeholders around the world 
and specifically in Asia which has the vast majority of fishers.

The FISH Platform strategy is high level, but at each meeting of the 
FISH Platform priority will be given to agenda items that further any of 
the stated strategic objectives.

Our aim is that the platform helps to influence participants national 
agenda’s and also encourage, support and influence change in inter-
national policy.

FISH Platform members are encouraged:

1.	 To share information that contributes to improving the safety 
and health of fishers on board;

2.	 To promote the centralised collection of reliable data on numbers 
of accidents and near misses in fisheries and its causes; and

3.	 Where possible, to harmonise existing resources and require-
ments concerning the safety and health of fishers.

To meet the goals of the FISH Platform, the organisation has 
established four working groups, these are: 

Nautical Institute - FISH Platform
To work on the preferred method of integration with the Nautical 
Institute to share a mutually beneficial relationship. This also 
includes formalisation of the FISH Platform. 

FSM Code
1.	 To develop the proposed text from the United Kingdom on the 

Fishing Safety Management Code and consider its use as a 
Fish Platform approved text, for promotion as an international 
standard. 

2.	 To work on the Fishing First Safety Management System to 
develop a next generation safety management system for 
fishing vessels.

Vessel standards 
To develop guidance to ensure that vessel design, and fishers living 
and working conditions are positively and at least equally considered 
when nations apply effort control to manage fisheries.

STCW-F
To monitoring developments during the revision of the STCW-F in the 
IMO Sub-committee on Human element, Training and Watchkeeping 
subcommittee and to help prepare the sector for new requirements.

The FISH platform is open to any individuals or organisations around 
the world with an interest in the safety and health of fishers. At this 
moment there are no costs associated with participation. 

The working language of the FISH Platform is English. 
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Schedule
Day 1
Wednesday 12th November 2025

08 : 30 - 09 : 15
Walk-in and Registration
09 : 30 - 09 : 40
Welcome by the Chair of the FISH Platform
09 : 45 - 10 : 05
Conference Opening by the Vice-President of Indonesia
10 : 10 - 11 : 10
The Legislative Framework
•	 Raising awareness in the Arctic Council of the provisions of the 
2012 Cape Town Agreement for the Safety of Fishing Vessels by 
Michael Kingston representing the Arctic Council.
•	 ILO C.188 Working in Fishing Convention by Albert Bonasahat 
representative representing the UN International Labour Organization.
•	 Challenges of Implementing Vessel Regulations in the Pacific by 
(Ret’d) Captain Savenaca Kadavi representing the Human Dignity Group.

11 : 10 - 11 : 40
Coffee / Tea Break 
13 : 00 - 14 : 00 	
Fisheries Management and the Impact on Health and 
Safety of Fishers
•	 Fisheries management and the impact on the health and safety of 
small-scale fishers: a Bangladesh and Asia Perspective by Sazedul 
Hoque representing Patuakhali Science and Technology University.
•	 Enhance Health and Well-Being of Wild Catch Fishers - Brant 
Connors representing the International Maritime Health Association.
•	 Charting the Course: Sleep Studies in America’s Fisheries by Julie 
Sorensen, representing the New York Center for Agricultural Medicine 
and Health and Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety
•	 Improving Fishermen’s Health and Safety: Lessons from the 
Bangladesh Fishing Safety Intervention by Despena Andrioti Bygvraa 
representing the Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg.

13 : 00 - 13 : 10	
Group Picture 
13:10 - 14:10
Lunch Break
14 : 10 - 15 : 10	
Build a Roadmap for a Safer and More Sustainable 
Future
Breakout session led by Jonathan Heard of Stella Maris UK on:
•	 Adapting to climate emergencies in artisanal fisheries – facilitator 
Shannon H3ardisty.
•	 Solutions for reducing the impact of climate change on fisher’s 
safety – facilitator Lydia Woolley.
•	 Economic and Ecological Sustainability in Artisanal Fishing - 
facilitator Alan McCulla.
Closing with a presentation of results of breakout session and 
discussion on the way forward.

15 : 10 - 15 : 40	
Coffee / Tea Break
15 : 40 - 16 : 00	
Empower Fishing Communities Through Education, 
Training, Communication and Policy
Promoting and communicating occupational safety and health 
standard by R Ahmad Anggi Hakim representing GISLI.

16 : 05 - 16 : 45 	
Panel Debate
Panel debate on international standards and on-the-ground-realities 
lead by Derek Cardno representing the FISH Platform and the 
Scottish Fishermen Federation.

16 : 50 - 17:00	
Closing Words of Day 1
Closing of day 1 by Chalemvut Thansuvan representing the FISH 
Platform Asian Branch.
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Day 2 
Thursday 13th November 2025

09 : 30 - 09 : 35	
Welcome by the Chair of the FISH Platform Asian 
branch
09 : 40 - 10 : 00	
Safe and Healthy for Migrant Fishers
Presentation by Rizky Oktaviana representing Serikat Buruh Migran 
Indonesia.

10 : 00 - 11 : 00	
Innovation in Support of Health and Safety of Fishers
•	 Technology for the future by Darren Guard representing Guard Safety.
•	 World Risk Poll, impact & evaluation, and the Global Safety Evidence 
Centre by Nancy Hey representing Lloyd’s Register Foundation.
•	 International governance of capture fisheries and its recent 
development in the face of climate change by Andreas Aditya Salim 
representing the Indonesia Ocean Justice Initiative.

11 : 00 - 11 : 30
Coffee / Tea Break
11 : 40 - 13 : 00	
Labour Market in Fisheries 
•	 Guidelines on fair labour market services for migrant fishers 
by Albert Bonasahat representing the UN International Labour 
Organisation.
•	 Safeguarding Fishers in the Shadow of IUU: Emerging Legal and Policy 
Pathways for Safer Seas by Orima Melati Davey representing GISLI.
•	 Best practices in recruitment of migrant fishers by Muhammad 
Chairul Hadi representing the Indonesian Fisherman Association.
•	 The role of the supply chain to ensure fair labour practices 
by Martin Purves representing the International Pole and Line 
Foundation.

13 : 00 - 14 : 00 	
Lunch Break
14 : 00 - 15 : 15	
Supportive Organisations 
•	 FISH Platform by Cor Blonk.
•	 FISH Platform Asian branch by Chalermvut Thansuvan.
•	 International Fund for Fishing Safety by Alan McCulla.
•	 iFISH by Julie Sorenson.
•	 Putting Safety at the Heart of Sustainability - Toward a Safer Ocean 
for Indonesia Fishermen by Dr. Rhandi Satria of the Global Compact/
LRF Ocean Centre in Indonesia.

15 : 20 - 15 : 50	
The Bali Declaration
Signing the Bali Declaration: A Global Commitment to Health, Safety, 
and Decent Work for All Fishers. Ceremony lead by Shannon Hardisty 
of the International Pole and Line Foundation.

15 : 45	
Closing of the Conference
Closing words by Cor Blonk, chair of the FISH Platform.

FISH Platform events are conversations, and while we have a structure to the days, we encourage 
the presentations to be active discussions.
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Presentations
Day 1
Wednesday 12th November 2025

10 : 10 - 11 : 10
The Legislative Framework
	» Raising Awareness in the Arctic Council of the Provisions of the 

2012 Cape Town Agreement for the Safety of Fishing Vessels.
Michael Kingston
This presentation discusses the provisions of the 2012 Cape Town 
Agreement and how they affect the safety of fishermen.

	» ILO C.188 Work in Fishing Convention.
Albert Bonasahat
Introduction to ILO C 188: Highlights, Myths and Facts.

	» Challenges of Implementing Vessel Regulations in the Pacific.
(Ret’d) Captain Savenaca Kadavi
Like most other Pacific Islands nations, Fiji has Regulations relating 
to the management of its merchant and fishing fleets and the safety 
of their crews.
Our experience however, is that there is a large ‘space’ between the 
law and its application. In my presentation, I will describe the ‘game 
of management’ relevant to HDG’s aspirations for the fishing industry 
and Fiji’s maritime authority’s mandate.

11:40 - 13:00
Fisheries Management and the Impact on Health and 
Safety of Fishers
	» Fisheries Management and the Impact on the Health and Safety 

of Small-scale Fishers: a Bangladesh and Asia Perspective.
Professor Dr. Md. Sazedul Hoque 
In the presentation ‘Fisheries management and the impact on the 
health and safety of small-scale fishers: a Bangladesh and Asia 
Perspective’, Sazedul Hoque will go into more detail about on a study 
he had previously conducted on OHS at SSF in Bangladesh with 
the supports from LRF and other international collaborators. He is 
honoured and pleased to share and gain the knowledge to support 
sustainable fisheries and safer working environments, ensuring that 
fishers’ lives and livelihoods are protected while contributing to food 
security and blue economy growth of Bangladesh as well Asia.

	» International Maritime Health Association.
Brant Connors
This presentation will give the audience insight in the interest and 
experience working of the International Maritime Health Association 
(IMHA) on the health of fishers.

	» Charting the Course: Sleep Studies in America’s Fisheries.
Julie Sorensen
This presentation will provide a high level overview of methods 
and results from one of the most comprehensive sleep studies on 
commercial fishers in the U.S.

	» Improving Fishermen’s Health and Safety: Lessons from the 
Bangladesh Fishing Safety Intervention.

Despoina Andrioti Bygvraa
Commercial fishing is among the world’s deadliest jobs, causing over 
100,000 deaths annually. In Bangladesh, artisanal fishers face high 
risks from unsafe vessels, poor safety gear, cyclones, piracy, and 
limited healthcare. The fishSAFE 2025 project, backed by the Lloyd’s 
Register Foundation, aimed to cut vessel losses and crew fatalities by 
improving safety culture through training, community awareness, and 
capacity building.
Key actions included creating visual, low-literacy training materials 
aligned with international standards (STCW-F 1995, Cape Town 
Agreement 2012), training local instructors, and promoting safety 
awareness. Successes involved strong community participation and 
partnerships, while challenges persisted in monitoring, certification, 
equipment, and climate resilience.
Overall, the project underscores the need for culturally sensitive, 
community-driven, and sustained efforts to embed safety in 
Bangladesh’s artisanal fishing sector, offering lessons for similar 
initiatives elsewhere.

14:10 - 15:10
Build a Roadmap for a Safer and More Sustainable Future
	» In this session led by Jonathan Heard, conference participants 

will break into groups to exchange ideas on:
Group 1: 	 Adapting to climate emergencies in artisanal fisheries.
Group 2: 	 Solutions for reducing the Impact of climate change on 	
	 fisher’s safety.
Group 3: 	 Economic and ecological sustainability in artisanal fishing.
The aim of this meeting is for the groups to come up with challenges 
and practical solutions or solution directions that could lead to a 
Roadmap for a Safer and More Sustainable Future.

15.40 – 16.00	
Empower Fishing Communities Through Education, 
Training, Communication and Police
	» Building Safer Fishing Communities Together: Making Safety 

Everyone’s Job.
R Ahmad Anggi Hakim
R. Ahmad Anggi Hakim (from GISLI) believes that safety isn’t just 
about following rules - it’s about caring for each other every day, both 
at sea and at home. 
In this talk, Anggi explains how simple changes and good habits can 
help keep fishermen and their families safe and healthy. He’ll share 
easy ways to spread the message about safety, show why it matters, 
and encourage everyone - fishermen, boat owners, the government, 
and the local community - to work together. When everyone looks 
out for each other, fishing becomes not only safer but better for 
everyone involved.
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Day 2 
Thursday 13th November 2025

09 : 40 - 10 : 00
Safe and Healthy for Migrant Fishers
	» Safe and Healthy for Migrant Fishers.

Rizky Oktaviana
Risky Oktaviana shares his personal experience as a migrant 
fisherman and his vision on safety and health of migrant fishers.

10:00 - 11:00
Innovation in Support of Health and Safety of Fishers
	» Technology for the Future.

Darren Guard
This presentation explores how innovative digital training tools - such 
as interactive 360-degree videos, voice-overs, and hazard hotspots 
can be used to transform all training including health and safety 
education for fishermen across the globe. By adapting modern 
technology and ways of learning it addresses common learning 
challenges experienced by our fisherman and enables access even 
in remote areas, this technology delivers practical, relevant, modern 
and engaging training that can be completed anytime, anywhere. The 
training is designed to suit the dynamic, mobile and time poor life of 
fisherman. It represents a powerful step to take our global fisheries 
towards safer, sustainable, consistent practices in one of the world’s 
oldest industries.

	» Safety, Evidence and Innovation in Fishing.
Nancy Hey
This session explores the current landscape of fishing safety evidence, 
highlighting both the evidence we have and the innovations driving 
change. The session will share the latest data from the World Risk Poll 
and examine how data on incidents can be better collected, shared, 
and used to uncover root causes and inform practical interventions.  
The discussion will focus on realistic, scalable solutions that improve 
safety outcomes across the sector—bringing together insights from 
research, technology, and lived experience to shape a safer future for 
fishing communities.  We’ll look at how we might better co-ordinate to 
make rapid progress.

	» International governance of capture fisheries and its recent 
development in the face of climate change

Andreas Aditya Salim
Climate change adversely impacts the global fisheries. While humanity 
is still struggling to fight illegal, unreported and unregulated fishing, 
climate change will increase the level of competition over fisheries 
resources, and force fishing vessels to go farther and stay longer at 
sea. In his presentation, Mr. Andreas will share the current international 
governance of capture fisheries and its recent development in the face 
of climate change and how transparency and protection of human 
rights at sea become increasingly relevant.

11:40 - 13:00
Labour Market in Fisheries 
	» Guidelines on Fair Labour Market Services for Migrant Fishers.

Albert Bonasahat
This presentation gives a brief Introduction to Guidelines on fair labour 
market services for migrant fishers following the meeting of experts 
on guidelines for fair labour market services for migrant fishers, which 
took place from 27 to 31 October 2025 at the headquarters of the 
International Labour Organisation in Geneva, Switzerland

	» Safeguarding Fishers in the Shadow of IUU: Emerging Legal and 
Policy Pathways for Safer Seas.

Orima Melati Davey
Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing continues to expose 
fishers to unsafe and exploitative conditions, linking maritime security 
with human vulnerability. This presentation explores how recent legal 
and policy instruments (such as the ILO Work in Fishing Convention 
(C188), the FAO Port State Measures Agreement, and ongoing regional 
cooperation under the BBNJ framework) address these challenges. 
Using Indonesia as a case study, it highlights how archipelagic and 
developing states remain particularly vulnerable due to fragmented 
enforcement and weak labor protection at sea. The session argues for 
a stronger integration of human security and labor rights within global 
fisheries governance to ensure that sustainability also safeguards 
those who sustain the ocean.

	» Best Practices in Recruitment of Migrant Fishers.
Muhammad Chairul Hadi
This presentation explores best practices for the ethical and 
responsible recruitment of migrant fishers, grounded in the 
on-the-ground experience of the Indonesian Fisherman Association 
(INFISA). It highlights a multi-stakeholder approach involving 
governments, industry, and international partners to promote fair 
recruitment. Key themes include due diligence on manning agencies, 
transparent employment contracts, certification, and effective 
grievance mechanisms. Drawing on INFISA’s lessons learned, the 
session offers actionable insights to build a more just, transparent, 
and sustainable recruitment system in global fisheries.

	» The Role of the Supply Chain to Ensure Fair Labour Practices.
Martin Purves
Martin explores how responsible and transparent supply chains can 
play a pivotal role in upholding fair labour practices across the fishing 
sector. Drawing from IPNLF’s experience promoting one-by-one 
tuna fisheries, the presentation will highlight how market-driven 
approaches, buyer engagement, and policy alignment can improve 
conditions for fishers and coastal communities. Participants will gain 
insight into how collaboration between industry, governments, and 
NGOs can strengthen social responsibility frameworks and enhance 
fisher safety at sea.
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Presentations
Day 2 cont.
Thursday 13th November 2025

14:00 - 15:15
Supportive Organisations
	» FISH Platform

Cor Blonk
The FISH Platform is the world-leading group of experts involved in 
safety and health in the fishing industry, with over 150-members in 
more than 40 countries from around the world. The group includes 
representatives from workers, employers, governments, training 
institutes and fisheries schools.
The platform is free to participants with an interest in the safety and 
health of fishermen. The focal events of the FISH Platform are their 
two meetings per year. In between these, the FISH Platform has active 
working groups, delivering real impact in the form of, among other 
things, training syllabi, codes of practice and guidance documents 
that have been accepted internationally.
This presentation provides an introduction to the FISH Platform, its 
purpose, organisation and achievements.

	» FISH Platform Asian branch
Chalermvut Thansuvan
Dr. Thansuvan’s expertise in maritime education and labour aligns 
directly with the goals of the FISH Platform. He has a history of 
developing curricula and occupational standards for navigation and 
marine fisheries. At the FISH Platform Asian Conference 2025, Dr. 
Thansuvan will share his insights on enhancing human resource 
capabilities within the fishing industry to ensure a sustainable and 
proficient workforce for the future. He is eager to engage with fellow 
experts to foster collaboration and innovation in the sector.

	» International Fund for Fishing Safety
Alan McCulla
The International Fund for Fishing Safety is a unique initiative funded 
by Lloyd’s Register Foundation to support international fishers 
to improve safety and health in their industry. This is a new fund 
launched in 2024 for projects aimed at making an impact to improve 
international fishing safety and health. The fund is managed by The 
Seafarers’ Charity and in partnership with the FISH Platform.

This presentation provides an introduction to the International Fund 
for Safety in Fisheries. It discusses the successes achieved during 
its short existence, the challenges it faces, and the conditions under 
which applicants can submit an application.

	» International Fishing Industry Safety and Health Conferences
Julie Sorensen
This presentation will provide an overview of the history, objectives 
and outcomes of IFISH Conferences which are dedicated to bringing 
international researchers and stakeholders together to identify 
emerging issues and develop solutions for improving the safety and 
health of aquatic food supply workers.

	» Putting Safety at the Heart of Sustainability – Toward a Safer 
Ocean for Indonesia Fishermen

Dr. Randhi Satria
Indonesia’s vast ocean economy supports millions of livelihoods, yet 
fishermen remain among the most vulnerable workers in the maritime 
sector. The Ocean Centre Indonesia - a partnership between the UN 
Global Compact, Lloyd’s Register Foundation, and Bappenas-places 
safety at the centre of ocean sustainability, aligning with the Blue 
Economy Roadmap 2023–2045. Drawing from the 2025 Grand 
Launch and three national workshops, five key challenges emerge: 
limited training and certification, under-reporting of incidents, weak 
compliance, aging fleets, and persistent inequality for small-scale 
fishers. 
In response, the Ocean Centre Indonesia promotes a “locally led, 
globally connected” approach by establishing a cross-sector Safety 
Committee, integrating safety education, developing regulatory 
sandboxes with BRIN, and advancing Blue Finance for safer vessels 
and basic safety equipment. Safety is reframed not as a technical 
requirement but as a foundation of dignity and justice—ensuring 
that every Indonesian fisher, regardless of scale, can work and return 
home safely.
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R. AHMAD ANGGI HAKIM SE MM
R. Ahmad Anggi Hakim is part of GISLI and works with fishermen, local leaders, and government groups 
to bring important safety tools and knowledge to the people who need it most. He helps run workshops 
where people learn simple ways to protect themselves at sea and at home. Anggi enjoys talking with local 
communities because he knows that sharing stories and listening can save lives. He believes that safety isn’t 
just a set of rules—it’s something we build together by caring about our friends, families, and neighbours. 

Anggi hopes that by working as a team, everyone in the fishing industry can go home safe and proud at the 
end of the day.

ALAN MCCULLA 
Alan McCulla has been involved with fishers and seafood since birth. For 31 years he was CEO of a 
fishermen’s organisation in Northern Ireland, which involved him in the management of fishing opportu-
nities, as well as representing fishers on a huge range of issues at local, national and international level.  

His career has included a spell as a fisheries advisor in the European Parliament and trustee of various 
fishing related charities. 

The pinnacle of Alan’s career came in 2008 when he was made an OBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List 
for his contribution to the fishing industry and community in Northern Ireland. 

In March 2024 he assumed the role of Coordinator of the International Fund for Fishing Safety. In this new 
role he is humbled to be working with partners and fishers from across the globe, who are as passionate 
about fishers as he is.

ANDREAS ADITYA SALIM 
Andreas Aditya Salim, S.H., LL.M. is the Program Director for Maritime Security and Access to Justice at the 
Indonesia Ocean Justice Initiative. Prior to this, he served as a legal counsel for the Indonesia Presidential 
Task Force on Combatting Illegal Fishing.

Andreas earned his Law degree from Universitas Indonesia and master degree (LL.M.) from the UC Berkeley 
School of Law. He is also an alumni of Rhodes Academy of Oceans Law and Policy (2016) and United 
Nations-Nippon Foundation Fellowship (2019).

Conference Speakers
Our conference speakers have been selected for their strong dedication to improving the lives 
and working conditions of seafarers around the world. Through their participation, FISH Platform 
aims to inspire, encourage, and support the next generation of maritime leaders. 

Each speaker brings extensive experience, insight, and a genuine commitment to knowledge-
sharing, creating a collaborative environment where participants can learn from real-world 
expertise. By sharing their diverse perspectives and lessons learned, these speakers help shape 
future experts and advocates committed to advancing the welfare and rights of seafarers globally.



FISH Platform - Speakers - Indonesia 202512 |

ALBERT BONASAHAT
Albert Bonasahat has been working for the ILO since November 2006. Currently, in Indonesia, he is 
managing the EU-funded Programme: Ship to Shore Rights in South-East Asia: Safe Migration for Decent 
Work in the Blue Economy (ILO, IOM, and FAO). 

During his employment with the ILO for more than 18 years, Albert has been involved in developing, 
delivering, and supervising various technical training on labour migration, in providing technical assistance 
to ILO tripartite constituents on relevant International Labour Standards (ILS), as well as in taking roles in 
managing technical cooperation projects in various sectors. Prior to joining the ILO, he was the Program 
Officer of Solidarity Centre, Jakarta Office, an international NGO affiliated with the AFL-CIO, the largest 
federation of unions in the US.

Albert received his LL.M degree from the Faculty of Law, University of Utrecht, the Netherlands; his LL.B. 
from Atma Jaya Catholic University, Jakarta, and went to a short courses program on legal aid services, 
including on specific subjects, among others, social analysis, gender and injustice situation, and labour 
case studies.

BRANT CONNORS 
Brant Connors originally from the United States, has lived and worked in Indonesia for 25 years in maritime 
development and welfare projects. Brant has focused his professional efforts on maritime health since 
2008 and is the Operational Director of Padma Medical Group which provides healthcare services to 
seafarers and fishers in Bali, Surabaya, and Jakarta. He also serves as the National Welfare Coordinator for 
the Indonesian Seafarers Union.

A long-time member of the International Maritime Health Association, Brant has served as one of IMHA’s 
seven Directors since 2023. His team at Padma Medical Group were chosen as hosts of the upcoming 
International Symposium on Maritime Health in 2027.

DR CHALERMVUT THANSUVAN
Dr. Chalermvut Thansuvan is the Chief Executive Officer of Asian Maritime Technological College (AMCOL) 
and the Chairman of The FISH Platform (Asian Branch). With a profound background in the maritime 
industry spanning over three decades, his experience encompasses roles from Ship Master to executive 
leadership in major corporations like Thoresen Thai Agencies Public Company Limited.

A dedicated educator and entrepreneur, Dr. Thansuvan founded AMCOL in 2012 to advance maritime 
training and has since established several other training centres and companies focused on seafarer 
recruitment and safety. His work is deeply connected to developing skilled maritime professionals to support 
sustainable aquatic food systems. He has been instrumental in shaping maritime labour standards, having 
served as a representative for Thailand in drafting the ILO Maritime Labour Convention.

COR BLONK 
Cor Blonk is a leading expert in crew welfare and safety in the fishing industry, with over 25 years 
of experience. He began his career as Secretary of Labour Affairs for the Dutch Pelagic Shipowners 
Association and the Pelagic Freezer-trawler Association, focusing on labour conditions, safety, and 
international maritime legislation.

Cor has played a key role in implementing IMO STCW-F, ILO Work in Fishing Convention, and EU 
directives into national policy. He has led innovations such as risk assessment tools for trawlers, 
custom life jackets, and hearing protection for fishers.

As founder and chair of the FISH Platform, Cor brings together global experts from more than 40 
countries to advance safety and health in the fishing industry. He contributed to the development of 
the STCW-F Basic Safety Training syllabus and was involved in the negotiation on the IMO Cape Town 
Agreement, revised STCW-F and the ILO C.188 Work in Fishing Convention and the IMO/ILO Guidelines 
for the medical examination of fishers.

Cor also chairs the EU Social Dialogue Committee for Fisheries and serves on various advisory boards, 
including CHIRP Maritime and the Dutch Radio Medical Service. His work bridges policy, education, 
and practice, making him a driving force in improving conditions for fishers worldwide.
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DEREK CARDNO MNM AFNI
Derek Cardno has been an active fisherman since 1987 and is Chief mate on a 70m pelagic trawler fishing. 

Since 2009 he has been the Marine Safety and Training Manager at the Scottish Fishermen’s Federation (SFF). 
He represents about 500-member vessels in relation to all thing’s safety, training and welfare. As a trade body 
the SFF represent their members on many fishing safety forums and work closely with the regulator.

In 2018 Derek was awarded the Merchant Navy Medal for Meritorious Service (MNM) for his services to 
fishermen’s safety and welfare by her HRH Princess Royal. Derek was the first active fisherman to receive 
this public award. 

As one of the founding members and director of the Fish Platform It has been my desire to see fishermen’s 
skills recognised in the maritime sector and to a safer industry for all fishermen to work in. 

DR DESPOINA ANDRIOTI BYGVRAA (DEBBIE)
Dr. Despoina Andrioti Bygvraa is MSc, PhD in Health Economics, Associate Professor, School of Public Health 
and Community Medicine, Department of Medicine, Sahlgrenska Academy, University of Gothenburg, Sweden.

Debbie has more than 20 years of international experience in health policy and maritime occupational 
health. From 2001 to 2005, she served at WHO/Europe in Copenhagen, working on health policy analysis 
and health workforce planning. She has initiated several international training courses for maritime profes-
sionals. Author of over 100 publications, with three of her publications adopted as core readings in higher 
education curricula.

Her research focuses on the health and safety of fishermen and seafarers, with projects including 
Developing a Safety Intervention Programme for Fishers in Bangladesh, Health and Safety Implications of 
Electronic Monitoring on Fishing Vessels in the North Sea, and Economic Analysis of Seafarers’ Repatria-
tions. Dr. Bygvraa’s research interests include the impact of working environments on seafarers’ and fishers’ 
health and safety, the responsiveness of health systems to their needs, and the development of maritime 
human resources skills and competencies.

JONATHAN HEARD
Jonathan Heard has nearly twenty years’ professional experience in the not-for-profit sector, helping 
NGOs and charities build relationships with funders, businesses and philanthropists. Since March 2017 he 
has been working for the maritime charity Stella Maris developing their relations with the wider shipping 
industry and charity partners in order to help the network grow its presence globally and reach more 
seafarers and fishers in need. More recently, he has been supporting Stella Maris branches across the 
world in developing their capacity to best support fishers, including providing training and Africa, Asia and 
Europe, and coordinating crisis response across the network.

Jonathan’s previous roles include working for a number of agencies of the Catholic Church in the UK and 
West Africa. He holds a master’s degree in Voluntary Sector Management from City University, London, is a 
certified member of the Chartered Institute of Fundraising, and is vice chair of Caritas England and Wales.

DARREN GUARD
Darren Guard is the Managing Director of Guard Safety Ltd. Mr. Guard is a recognised leader and advocate 
for health, safety, and wellbeing in New Zealand’s seafood industry. 

After his time at sea, Darren dedicated five years at Maritime New Zealand, where he led transformative 
safety projects such as the FishSafe programme, fostering safer practices among commercial fishers. His 
subsequent three-year tenure as Fleet Health and Safety Manager at Sealord was formally recognised for 
delivering the lowest fisher injury rates in the fishing company’s 60-year history.

Darren is a founding member of the New Zealand Fishing Health and Safety Forum, an executive member 
of the NZ Shipwreck Relief Society, a Trustee on the Gleam Team Charitable Trust, and the Chair of the Iona 
II Memorial Trust.

In 2015, Darren launched Guard Safety, a company renowned for pragmatic and relevant maritime health 
and safety. Guard Safety is at the forefront of improving sector health and safety outcomes and using 
experience and technology to achieve this. 

Darren was recognised in 2023 with the Seafood New Zealand Seafood Sector Leadership Award, and 
recently in 2025 the NZ Workplace Wellbeing Award affirming his influential role in shaping a positive, 
sustainable future for New Zealand’s seafood workforce.



FISH Platform - Speakers - Indonesia 202514 |

JULIE SORENSEN
Julie Sorenson, PhD is the Director of the Northeast Centre for Occupational Health and Safety: Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fishing in Cooperstown, NY. The NEC conducts occupational safety and health research in 
America’s most dangerous industries and seeks to create affordable, culturally relevant and easily imple-
mentable solutions for farmers, loggers and fishermen. 

Julie has conducted research on sleep deprivation in fisheries workers and developed interventions for 
commercial fishermen, including the Lifejackets for Lobstermen program which offers fishermen access 
to fishermen approved PFDs at reduced cost. She serves on the planning committee for the International 
Fishing Industry Safety and Health conferences and FISH Platform. She earned her PhD in Epidemiology 
from Umea University, in Sweden and has been working in the realm of occupational health and safety 
research for 25 years.

LYDIA WOLLEY
Lydia Woolley is a Programme Manager at Lloyd’s Register Foundation, based in London, UK. With a 
professional and academic background spanning the heritage and maritime sectors.

Lydia’s academic background is in Maritime Archaeology, where her main research was the role that 
maritime cultural heritage can play in well-being and climate action in response to the climate emergency, 
focusing on both traditional boat building and supporting climate resilience and adaptation.  Previous work 
experience includes working across various museums and maritime collections and holding the post of 
Receiver of Wreck at the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency. 

At Lloyd’s Register Foundation, Lydia manages programmes within the Safer Maritime Systems and 
Heritage areas of work, focusing on projects that address global challenges such as climate adaptation 
and maritime safety.

MARTIN PURVES
Martin Purves is a fisheries management and engagement specialist with over 20 years of field, government, 
consultancy, market and non-profit sector experience. He has been leading the work of the International 
Pole and Line Foundation (IPNLF) as Managing Director since 2016.

Martin started his career as a fisheries observer on fishing vessels, later also joining scientific cruises as 
a cruise leader, spending around 4 years of his life on fishing vessels of all sizes in the Southern, Indian, 
Atlantic and Pacific Oceans. He gained further experience by working as a resource manager at the South 
African fisheries department where he represented his country at RFMO meetings. In between his stint as 
a government scientist and fisheries manager, and before establishing and leading the Marine Stewardship 
Council’s (MSC) Southern Africa Programme for seven years, he worked as a fisheries consultant for MRAG 
and Capfish. The toughest job he ever did was to work as a fisherman in the Southern Ocean.

MICHAEL KINGSTON
Michael Kingston is a distinguished Irish maritime lawyer and consultant with a long career focused on 
enhancing safety and regulation at sea. 

He currently serves as Managing Director of Michael Kingston Associates, a firm that advises governments, 
regulators, and corporations. Kingston is a key consultant for the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
on issues concerning the polar regions and fishing vessel safety, and is a Special Advisor to the Arctic 
Council’s Protection of the Arctic Marine Environment Working Group (PAME). He was deeply involved in 
developing the Polar Code, which regulates shipping in Arctic and Antarctic waters, and was named Lloyd’s 
List Global Maritime Lawyer of the Year for his contributions.

With a family history rooted in fishing and seafaring, Kingston has been a vocal advocate for maritime safety. 
He is a driving force behind the implementation of the 2012 Cape Town Agreement, which establishes inter-
national safety standards for fishing vessels. Additionally, Kingston has represented the IMO on PAME’s 
project, led by Icelaz.
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MUHAMMAD CHAIRUL HADI
Muhammad Chairul Hadi, a law graduate, is a dedicated advocate for labour rights with extensive 
experience in both migrant worker protection and the fisheries sector. For a decade (2004-2014), he served 
with the Serikat Buruh Migran Indonesia (SBMI) as Secretary-General, where he was at the forefront of 
policy advocacy and complex case management, collaborating with international partners to enhance 
worker protection.

Since 2014, Mr. Hadi has served as the Secretary-General of the Indonesian Fisherman Association 
(INFISA). In this leadership role, he directs strategic programs focused on improving the welfare, safety, 
health, and professionalism of Indonesian fishers working globally. He actively forges partnerships with key 
institutions, including government agencies and Plan International, to strengthen governance and uphold 
labour standards. His unique dual expertise in migrant labour and fisheries makes him an influential voice 
in promoting ethical practices and ensuring social justice for vulnerable workers in the maritime industry.

NANCY HEY
Nancy Hey is Director of Evidence & Insight at Lloyd’s Register Foundation, where she leads major initiatives 
to strengthen global safety through evidence and innovation. She is responsible for the World Risk Poll, the 
first global study of public perceptions and experiences of risk, and the new Global Safety Evidence Centre 
a £15 million, 10-year initiative to identify and share what works to make people safer across high-risk 
sectors, including fishing. 

Nancy’s work focuses on closing evidence gaps, improving access to actionable data, and accelerating the 
use of proven safety interventions.  With over 25 years of experience in public policy, behavioural science, 
and strategic research, Nancy is known for turning complex evidence into practical insights that drive 
innovation and improve outcomes across sectors. Prior to joining the Foundation, she founded and led the 
UK’s What Works Centre for Well-being for 10 years after 15 years in the UK Civil Service. Nancy has worked 
across business, civil society, government and academia to strengthen the use of data and evidence in 
decision-making, with a particular focus on safety, well-being and resilience, with a strong emphasis on how 
cross-sector partnerships can help build a safer future for people and communities.

ORIMA MELATI DAVEY
Orima Davey, is an esteemed researcher with the Legal Lab Team on Ocean-Maritime-Climate at Anggraeni 
and Partners, specializing in the law of the sea, with a particular focus on marine environmental issues. As a 
co-founder of the Lampung Sweeping Community, she is dedicated to fostering environmental awareness 
and driving active conservation initiatives. 

Her professional experience extends internationally, having served as an intern at the International Tribunal 
for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS) in Hamburg, where she deepened her expertise in maritime law and its global 
implications. Orima has contributed to high-level discussions on ocean governance, notably presenting her 
research on the integration of marine debris and climate change at the 1st Women in the Law of the Sea 
(WILOS) Conference, organized by the International Seabed Authority at the United Nations Headquarters 
in New York in 2022.  

DR RANDHI SATRIA
Dr Randi Siatra is a maritime expert with 12+ years’ experience in consultancy, research, and lecturing. 

He leads the Ocean Centres programme in Indonesia and promotes inclusive ocean governance by uniting 
key sectors. He actively publishes and engages in public discourse on maritime safety and sustainability.
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RIZKY OKTAVIANA
Rizky Oktaviana is a former Indonesian migrant worker who spent 2012-2014 aboard a foreign-flagged 
fishing vessel operating in international waters, where he endured extreme exploitation and abuse. Working 
up to 22 hours a day with only two hours of rest and two meals, he faced severe deprivation, including lack 
of clean water, sometimes resorting to melting ice for drinking. During his employment, the vessel was 
accused of illegal fishing by South African authorities when it docked in Cape Town. Abandoned by his 
recruitment agency, Rizky was trapped on the sealed ship without food or electricity for nearly a week and 
forbidden to disembark.

After three months stranded, he was forcibly removed by armed officers and later detained in an immigration 
prison in Johannesburg for four months without explanation. Upon repatriation to Indonesia, he received 
none of his wages. Since 2014, Rizky has been an active advocate with SBMI, supporting fellow Indonesian 
migrant workers and campaigning against modern slavery, human trafficking, and forced labour, using his 
experience to promote justice and better protection for vulnerable seafarers.

(RET’D) CAPTAIN SAVENACA KADAVI
(Ret’d) Captain Savenaca Kadavi representing the Human Dignity Group, Fiji. 

Savenaca Kadavi is a retired Fijian ship captain with nearly four decades of maritime experience, including 
20 years actively serving at sea. He is a board member of the Maritime Safety Authority of Fiji (MSAF), 
where he contributes to enhancing maritime safety and sustainable development in Fiji’s waters. Kadavi is 
also a prominent figure in the Human Dignity Group, a self-funded organization advocating against human 
trafficking and for the rights of seafarers, particularly those working under harsh conditions on longline 
fishing vessels.

His expertise has been sought in high-profile legal cases, including serving as an expert witness in a murder 
trial involving crew members aboard a fishing vessel. Kadavi has consistently highlighted the dangers and 
human rights concerns associated with extended periods at sea without shore leave, drawing attention to 
the need for regulatory reforms in Pacific fisheries.

Through his work with the Human Dignity Group and MSAF, Kadavi remains a vocal advocate for dignity, 
safety, and justice for maritime workers across the Pacific.

PROFESSOR DR. MD. SAZEDUL HOQUE 
Dr. Md. Sazedul Hoque is a Professor and Dean of the Faculty of Fisheries at Patuakhali Science and 
Technology University (PSTU), Bangladesh, with over 14 years of experience in fisheries safety, occupational 
health, marine conservation, and sustainable seafood systems. He earned his PhD from Prince of Songkla 
University, Thailand, and BSc and MSc degrees in Fisheries Technology from Bangladesh Agricultural 
University. A prolific researcher, Dr. Hoque has published over 60 peer-reviewed articles, with 1,916 citations, 
an h-index of 20, and an i10-index of 35. He has led 25 research projects and is currently conducting two 
more funded by national and international organizations.

His research focuses on improving occupational health and safety for small-scale and artisanal sea-going 
fishers in Bangladesh and Asia, addressing unsafe practices, weak regulations, and environmental threats. 
At the FISH Platform Asia Conference 2025, he will present on fisheries management and fishers’ health 
and safety, emphasizing evidence-based strategies for safer, more sustainable fisheries that enhance 
livelihoods, food security, and the blue economy.

SHANNON HARDISTY
Shannon Hardisty leads International Pole and Line Foundation (IPNLF) work on advancing social equity 
and fair labour practices in one-by-one tuna fisheries. She provides social responsibility guidance to industry, 
NGOs, and advocacy partners, driving IPNLF’s Social Responsibility Action Plan to strengthen fishers’ rights 
and ocean health. 

Since joining IPNLF in 2020, Shannon has held roles spanning research and programme management, 
including as Indonesia Strategy Manager, where she led partnerships with government, funders, and 
scientists on fishery improvement initiatives. She holds a Master’s degree from Rhodes University, South 
Africa, where her research focused on small-scale fisher livelihoods and marine protected areas.
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Steering Committee
The conference has been shaped by a dedicated Steering Committee, made up of experienced 
professionals who ensure everything runs smoothly, creating a well-organized and engaging 
programme designed to inspire, inform, and meet the needs of all participants.

Alan McCulla 	 International Fund for Fishing Safety (IFFS) and FISH Platform

Anggi Hakim 	 Gerakan Ingat Selamat Layar Indonesia (GISLI)

Chairul Hadi 	 Indonesian Fisherman Association (INFISA)

Christine Bader 	 International Labour Organization (ILO)

Cor Blonk	 FISH Platform (Steering Committee Chair)

Julie Sorensen 	 The Northeast Center for Occupational Health and Safety (NECOHS) 
International Fishing Industry Safety and Health Conference (IFISH)

Leon Mouton 	 Sea Safety Training Group (SSTG) and FISH Platform

Orima Melati Davey 	 Gerakan Ingat Selamat Layar Indonesia (GISLI)

Rita Franco	 University of Bahia and FISH Platform

Robert Greenwood	 FISH Platform

Shannon Hardisty	 International Line and Pole Federation (IPNLF)

Zabidi Zabidi	 Indonesian Fisherman Association (INFISA)

We would also like to thank, for their valuable individual contributions.
Alan McCulla 	 International Fund for Fishing Safety (IFFS)

Anggi Hakim 	 Gerakan Ingat Selamat Layar Indonesia (GISLI)

Chairul Hadi 	 Indonesian Fisherman Association (INFISA)

Julia Gosling 	 Ahoy Communication

Paul Greenwood	 Quintham / SafetyFolder

Philippa Murrell	 Quintham / SafetyFolder

Robert Greenwood 	 Quintham / SafetyFolder

Shannon Hardisty 	 International Line and Pole Federation (IPNLF)

Zabidi Zabidi 	 Indonesian Fisherman Association (INFISA)
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Supporters
The FISH Platform wish to extend our thanks and gratitude to the supporters that have enabled 
this conference. We are fortunate to have supporters who share our desire to see the health and 
safety of fishers represented by the experts from within the industry.

INTERNATIONAL FUND FOR FISHING SAFETY
The International Fund for Fishing Safety (IFFS) is a global organization dedicated to improving 
safety standards and reducing risks in the fishing industry. 

It supports training, research, and innovation to protect fishers’ lives, promote safe practices, and 
strengthen regulations, fostering a culture of safety across global fishing communities.

LLOYD’S REGISTER FOUNDATION
Lloyd’s Register Foundation is an independent global charity with a unique structure and an 
important mission: engineering a safer world.

We reduce risk and enhance the safety of the critical infrastructure that modern society 
relies upon in areas such as energy, transport and food. We do this by supporting high quality 
research, accelerating technology to application and through education and public outreach.

Our unique structure comes from the fact that we own a significant trading company, Lloyd’s 
Register (LR). We share the same mission and work together to make the world a safer place.
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PALEGIC FREEZER TRAWLER ASSOCIATION
The Pelagic Freezer Trawler Association represents European pelagic freezer-trawler companies 
committed to responsible, sustainable fishing. 

It promotes science-based fisheries management, efficient resource use, and full traceability. 
PFA members provide high-quality, frozen-at-sea fish products while ensuring environmental 
stewardship and long-term sustainability of pelagic fish stocks and marine ecosystems.

INTERNATIONAL POLE AND LINE FEDERATION
The International Pole and Line Foundation (IPNLF) is a global non-profit organization dedicated 
to supporting sustainable and socially responsible one-by-one tuna fisheries. 

It supports coastal communities, protects marine ecosystems, and advocates for responsible 
fishing practices. IPNLF works globally to ensure environmental sustainability, fair livelihoods, 
and transparency across the tuna supply chain.

THE FISHMONGERS’ COMPANY
The Fishmongers’ Company’s Fisheries Charitable Trust supports a wide range of 
projects, grants and convening to build and safeguard a prosperous and sustainable 
fishing industry, for the benefit of those engaged in it, and the wider environment.

Building on a legacy of over 500 years of charitable giving, today the Trust supports 
programmes spanning marine and freshwater conservation, fisheries, aquaculture and 
the seafood trade.

SAFETYFOLDER
The SafetyFolder has for over 10 years worked with fishermen around the world, improving 
health and safety management. 

Our online safety management tool is the largest international safety management system for 
fishing vessels, supporting the smallest to the largest fishing vessels, and their crews.

THE SEAFARERS’ CHARITY 
The Seafarers’ Charity makes a life-changing impact in troubled times. Our grants to 
organisations support those who work - or have worked - at sea, and their families.

Proactive and forward-looking, we also seek ways to prevent issues becoming problems. 
Through funding, collaboration, research and advocacy, we tackle the root causes of 
seafarer hardship and disadvantage in the UK and around the world.

GERAKAN INGAT SELAMAT LAYAR INDONESIA
Gerakan Ingat Selamat Layar Indonesia is a national initiative promoting safety and awareness 
among Indonesian fishers and maritime workers. 

It focuses on education, training, and community engagement to reduce accidents at sea, 
strengthen safety culture, and ensure the well-being of those working in Indonesia’s vital fishing 
and maritime sectors.

INDONESIAN FISHERMAN ASSOCIATION
The Indonesian Fishermen Association empowers fishermen to compete globally by enhancing 
skills, education, and human resource capacity. 

It provides legal support, engages in national and international regulation development, and 
fosters collaboration with governments, NGOs, and industry partners, promoting sustainable, 
responsible participation and protecting the rights and livelihoods of Indonesian fishers.
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